
339

Environmental Protection Agency § 141.5

bromodichloromethane and
tribromomethane [bromoform]), round-
ed to two significant figures.

Transient non-community water system
or TWS means a non-community water
system that does not regularly serve at
least 25 of the same persons over six
months per year.

Trihalomethane (THM) means one of
the family of organic compounds,
named as derivatives of methane,
wherein three of the four hydrogen
atoms in methane are each substituted
by a halogen atom in the molecular
structure.

Uncovered finished water storage facil-
ity is a tank, reservoir, or other facility
used to store water that will undergo
no further treatment except residual
disinfection and is open to the atmos-
phere.

Virus means a virus of fecal origin
which is infectious to humans by wa-
terborne transmission.

Waterborne disease outbreak means the
significant occurrence of acute infec-
tious illness, epidemiologically associ-
ated with the ingestion of water from a
public water system which is deficient
in treatment, as determined by the ap-
propriate local or State agency.

[40 FR 59570, Dec. 24, 1975, as amended at 41
FR 28403, July 9, 1976; 44 FR 68641, Nov. 29,
1979; 51 FR 11410, Apr. 2, 1986; 52 FR 20674,
June 2, 1987; 52 FR 25712, July 8, 1987; 53 FR
37410, Sept. 26, 1988; 54 FR 27526, 27562, June
29, 1989; 56 FR 3578, Jan. 30, 1991; 56 FR 26547,
June 7, 1991; 57 FR 31838, July 17, 1992; 59 FR
34322, July 1, 1994; 61 FR 24368, May 14, 1996;
63 FR 23366, Apr. 28, 1998; 63 FR 69463, 69515,
Dec. 16, 1998]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 61 FR 24368, May
14, 1996, § 141.2 was amended by adding ‘‘or
PWS’’ to the definition for ‘‘Public water
system’’, effective June 18, 1996 and will ex-
pire on Dec. 31, 2000.

§ 141.3 Coverage.
This part shall apply to each public

water system, unless the public water
system meets all of the following con-
ditions:

(a) Consists only of distribution and
storage facilities (and does not have
any collection and treatment facili-
ties);

(b) Obtains all of its water from, but
is not owned or operated by, a public
water system to which such regula-
tions apply:

(c) Does not sell water to any person;
and

(d) Is not a carrier which conveys
passengers in interstate commerce.

§ 141.4 Variances and exemptions.

(a) Variances or exemptions from
certain provisions of these regulations
may be granted pursuant to sections
1415 and 1416 of the Act and subpart K
of part 142 of this chapter (for small
system variances) by the entity with
primary enforcement responsibility,
except that variances or exemptions
from the MCL for total coliforms and
variances from any of the treatment
technique requirements of subpart H of
this part may not be granted.

(b) EPA has stayed the effective date
of this section relating to the total
coliform MCL of § 141.63(a) for systems
that demonstrate to the State that the
violation of the total coliform MCL is
due to a persistent growth of total coli-
forms in the distribution system rather
than fecal or pathogenic contamina-
tion, a treatment lapse or deficiency,
or a problem in the operation or main-
tenance of the distribution system.

[54 FR 27562, June 29, 1989, as amended at 56
FR 1557, Jan. 15, 1991; 63 FR 43846, Aug. 14,
1998]

§ 141.5 Siting requirements.

Before a person may enter into a fi-
nancial commitment for or initiate
construction of a new public water sys-
tem or increase the capacity of an ex-
isting public water system, he shall no-
tify the State and, to the extent prac-
ticable, avoid locating part or all of the
new or expanded facility at a site
which:

(a) Is subject to a significant risk
from earthquakes, floods, fires or other
disasters which could cause a break-
down of the public water system or a
portion thereof; or

(b) Except for intake structures, is
within the floodplain of a 100–year
flood or is lower than any recorded
high tide where appropriate records
exist. The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency will not seek to override
land use decisions affecting public
water systems siting which are made
at the State or local government lev-
els.
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